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W RITER TO SPEAK ON CENSORSHIP AND REPRESSION IN MONTANA 
MISSOULA—
Bom in Deer Lodge in the 1950s, Patricia Nell Warren received what she calls an 
“ultraconservative upbringing.”
She went on to become an ardent foe of religious extremism, censorship and political 
repression. Through her work as an author, political journalist, radio commentator and co-editor 
of YouthArts, an online publication, activism has become a way of life for Warren.
She will bring her message to Missoula on Tuesday, March 10, in two public lectures 
sponsored by The University of Montana Women’s Law Caucus and Edna Rankin Law Society 
and the American Civil Liberties Union.
Warren, who now lives in Los Angeles, will focus on censorship battles in Montana and 
the impact of censorship on the state’s cultural identity.
“Through its history, Montana has swung back and forth between conservative and 
progressive,” she said. “Right now Montana is not only in a reactive stage but has moved to 
the forefront among reactive states across the U .S .”
Drawing on her knowledge of Montana’s past, Warren will bring a historical perspective 
to her lectures.
“I am speaking as one whose family were pioneers and lived in the state since territorial
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days,” she said. “My great-grandmother loved Wagner’s music in a time when this marked you 
socially as almost a socialist.”
Warren is the author of six novels, including the recent “Billy’s Boy,” the third in her 
“Front Runner” trilogy. She has also published poems, articles and essays in national 
publications. She works extensively on issues of free speech, youth rights and censorship.
On her web page, Warren writes: “I feel an urgency about communicating with others. 
Our country is in trouble. We see a steady erosion of human rights, and a steady encroachment 
of big government and big censorship as defined by religious right-wingers.”
Warren’s Missoula lectures will begin at noon with a brown bag luncheon at the Castles 
Center in the basement of UM’s Law Building. The event is free of charge and a beverage and 
dessert will be provided; bring a lunch.
Warren will speak at the New Crystal Theatre at 7 p.m., with a lecture titled “Montana 
Wags the Dog: Our State and Growing Repression.” A reception catered by the Bridge Bistro 
will follow. Admission to the lecture only is $5 for general admission and $2 for students and 
senior citizens. Admission to both the lecture and reception is $25, which also includes a one- 
year membership to the ACLU.
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